LUXURY REAL ESTATE

TOURING THE BATTERSEA POWER STATION
DEVELOPMENT WITH ROBERT TINCKNELL

Redevelopment project secures iconic
Battersea Power Station as part of London’s luxury property skyline

EAST LONDON IN THE
HANDS OF BERKELEY HOMES

Piers Clanford talks 250 City Road alongside
the transformation of the surrounding neighbourhood

ON TOP OF WHAT BUYERS WANT

Working with developers, international and local
powerhouse firm Knight Frank advises on schemes that will succeed

CULINARY DELECTABLE

Michelin-starred Kai Mayfair keeps traditional
Chinese roots while introducing 2 modern gourmet twist

FLYING THE MIGHTY SKIES

LEA talks flights, perks, and othexr skyward ventures
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ADDITIONS

The Wilson brothers, Nick and Ben,
set up Residence One - a, “developer
of clegant residences in London’s
finest addresses,” in 2013 and have
not looked back since. “We had some
experience renovating houses in ad-
vance of setting up Residence One,”
said Ben. “So, we took the plunge
and gave up our corporate jobs to do
it full time.”

Every aspect of the Wilsons’
bespoke interiors is unique. The
brothers pride themselves on their,
“fanatical attention to the beauty and
quality of the smallest detail.” Ben
added that they, “work with a fairly
large number of companies, all of
whom make individual aspects of
our designs based on our needs and
requirements. Everything is custom-
made, apart from the light fittings.
But at the same time, we always try
to preserve original features and
refurbish the properties according to
the original plans.” And that’s what
sets the brothers apart, with clear

blue sky between them and the rest.

“All our clients own numerous houses.

You need to have something to say
with your design,” Nick emphasised.
“When we look at other properties,
we begin to see a lot of replication.
We've tried to avoid that completely.”
Surely the Wilsons’ clients are
delighted by the attention to detail
- and lavish detail at that - that goes
into the designs? “Our clients are
very discerning people,” said Nick.
“These are globally prominent
people who are buying properties in
prime London locations. One of our
clients asked us to convert a bedroom
into a dressing room. And of course
we made the change.” Residence
One caters to a truly global spectrum
of customers, meaning that needs
can differ. “One family found the
dining room in their prospective
home too small,” said one brother.
“We were happy to knock down the
wall separating it from the study.”
And what brought the brothers
into the business? Despite high-flying
corporate careers in sales and project

management, respectively, Nick and
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THE WILSON BROTHERS

Residence

Ben wanted something more. “Our
careers weren’t really fulfilling us and
I had really enjoyed renovating my
house,” said Nick. “We were doing
very well, so we went for it full time.”
The brothers saw an opportunity
when the market was weak, and their
first property at Eccleston Mews,

in Belgravia (including a seven-foot
chandelier) sold at a record price for
the area. After completing four prop-
erties, they founded Residence One.
“It definitely feels very empowering
to take something from nothing and
make it amazing,” said Ben. “This is
everything to us.”

The Wilsons are London-based
and locally source all their materials,
but don’t let that give you the impres-
sion that they’re parochial; their

ambitions are global, and not just
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One’s custom-made designs.

FAMILY ROOM WILTON STREET

because the world - or at least its up-

per crust - comes to them in London.

“We wouldn’t have been content to
give up our jobs to work in anything
less than super-prime London,” said
Ben. “We’d love to go multi-unit,
and maybe develop a spa and ski

chalet. And not just because we love

snowboarding!” Nothing seems to be
stopping these two from redefining
luxury property, and nothing will tea
them from what they love doing ‘1
important to have work you really
enjoy,” Nick added. “When you focu
on the things which give you joy, you

can excel.”



